PBAT Burn Prerequisite Checklist – APPROVED May 11, 2012

No prescribed burn shall take place during a County Judge’s, Governor’s, or President’s EMERGENCY DECLARATION that expressly prohibits all outdoor burning.  In addition, no prescribed burning shall take place without a PBAT approved Prescribed Burn Management Plan attached hereto.

All of the following question must be answered “yes” in order to conduct a prescribed burn during a burn ban.  These are minimum requirements to initiate a prescribed burn.  They do not include all considerations and factors affecting a prescribed burn.  Some questions are not applicable (NA) when a burn ban is not in effect.
	1. Is the burn boss approved by the PBA to conduct the burn?
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 

	No FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	2. Is a written prescribed burn plan using a PBAT approved template filed on the PBAT website and a hard copy available on the site?
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 

	No FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	3. Are all safety requirements met for the burn?
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 

	No FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	4. Are current weather conditions within the plan limits?
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 

	No FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	5. Are planned burn personnel and equipment present?
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 

	No FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	6. Have the following government entities in the county or counties where the burn will take place been notified?
	
	
	

	County Judge (*1)
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 

	No FORMCHECKBOX 

	NA FORMCHECKBOX 


	County Commissioners’ Court (*1)
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 

	No FORMCHECKBOX 

	NA FORMCHECKBOX 


	Local volunteer fire department (*2)
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 

	No FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	County Sheriff’s Office (dispatcher)
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 

	No FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	County Office of Emergency Management (*1)
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 

	No FORMCHECKBOX 

	NA FORMCHECKBOX 


	Texas Forest Service Regional Fire Coordinator (*3)
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 

	No FORMCHECKBOX 

	NA FORMCHECKBOX 


	Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (*4)
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 

	No FORMCHECKBOX 

	NA FORMCHECKBOX 


	7. Are fire suppression units present and briefed?
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 

	No FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	8. Has the burn boss determined all identified risks are acceptable?
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 

	No FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	9. Is the current weather forecasts known by the burn boss?
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 

	No FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	10. Is the current forecast weather within the limits of the burn plan?
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 

	No FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	11. Is the expected fire behavior within the limits of the burn plan? 
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 

	No FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	12. Are projected fire and smoke effects acceptable?
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 

	No FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	13. Does the smoke management plan adhere to TCEQ guidelines?
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 

	No FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	14. Have nearby landowners and neighbors been notified and all issues resolved?
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 

	No FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	15. Does the landowner or lease holder have proof of liability insurance?
	Yes FORMCHECKBOX 

	No FORMCHECKBOX 

	


Any “No” answer or blank answer above creates a DO NOT BURN situation.
	Burn Unit (property name or landowner’s name and property address):



	Burn Boss’ Name (printed):
     

	Signature:      
Date of Burn: MM/DD/YYYY
I confirm that the prescribed burn plan for this burn and the conditions expected to occur during the time of the burn meet with all existing burn laws, rules, and regulations.



*Notes:

1. County Judge and County Commissioners and County Emergency Management officer may not require notification if there is not a burn ban in effect.

2. If local volunteer fire departments are notified either directly or through a central dispatcher, they are considered to be notified.
3. The Texas Forest Service Regional Fire Coordinator should be notified before conducting prescribed burns for forest management, per TCEQ RG-049, App. A, pg. 11.  It is also good to notify TFS if burning during a burn ban.

4. The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality requires notification in writing at least 15 days prior to burning if the prescribed burn is in salt marsh in one of fourteen coastal counties.  These counties are Aransas, Brazoria, Calhoun, Chambers, Galveston, Harris, Jackson, Jefferson, Kleberg, Matagorda, Nueces, Orange, Refugio, and San Patricio Counties.  For more details see Texas Administrative Code 30 TAC 111.211(2)(A) at http://info.sos.state.tx.us/pls/pub/readtac$ext.ViewTAC?tac_view=2&ti=30 .  Information on other requirements for notifying TCEQ can be found in their publication RG-049, Outdoor Burning in Texas at this link.  www.tceq.texas.gov/publications/rg/rg-049.html/at_download/file  
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